
 

The Joy of Freedom 

A Story About Growing Up 

 
Mama mouse protected her kids with a vengeance  

– and with unhappy consequences.  

 

See how Mason helps her and Mario  

find their way back to happiness… 
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Mason the Mouse lived a sheltered life. Mason shared an unused 

doghouse behind a town-home with his mother and brother. That is, 

until his brother Mario disappeared.  

 

Mason was sure that his brother Mario was okay. Since their mother 

was very overprotective, Mason assumed that his brother decided 

to start his life and would visit once he was established.  

 

One night, Mason's friends barged into the doghouse and excitedly 

asked, "Hey Mason, we're going to the town-house tomorrow 

because the humans are away for the weekend. Want to tag 

along?!" 

 

Before Mason could respond, his mother chimed in "Absolutely not! 

Mason will stay at home with his mama," and shooed his friends out 

of the house. Mason was embarrassed by his mother's outburst 

because he was almost an adult and his mom was still treating him 

like a child.  

 

The next morning when his friends approached him again, Mason 

agreed to their townhouse adventure. The friends snuck into the 

townhouse through the doggie door. To Mason's surprise, he found 

his brother, Mario, feasting on cracker crumbs alongside a few other 

neighborhood mice in the kitchen.  

 

"Mario! You're here! I knew you were okay!" exclaimed Mason. 
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Mason thought of Mama and said "Hold on!" as he rushed home to 

get her. What a joyful reunion it was! The three talked for hours and 

lost track of time. Mama realized that she had raised her boys well 

and they were quite capable of taking care of themselves. 

 

The three mice lived happily from that day forward. Mario came to 

visit often and made his mama feel proud as he shared his 

adventures of the week. Mason grew in wisdom and made both of 

them proud as he grew to be the leader of the neighborhood mice. 
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The Joy of Freedom 
 

Mason's mom was trying to shield him from the world. And there certainly is nothing 

wrong with a mother protecting her child! But when a person makes the transition 

from child to adult, a parent must allow their offspring to grow.  

 

Mason thirsted for freedom just like Mario had done before him. It's a natural part of 

growing up. After his mother proved that she wouldn't allow him the right, he 

snatched his freedom anyway, whether she liked it or not. But, unlike Mario, Mason 

took a wiser route that could make them all happy. 

 

It was Mason who saw the big picture and brought the family back together so 

they could continue to grow together. Mama gave them the freedom they 

needed and they stayed close from then on. 

 

Even with the best of intentions, holding onto someone too tightly is never good for 

either one of you. Whether it's your children, friend, or spouse, holding on too tightly 

can suffocate you both and keep each of you from growing on your life path.  

 

Throughout your life, it's likely that you'll encounter others who demand that you 

abide by their ways. Sometimes, they'll be clever in their manipulative tactics. Other 

times, they'll simply try to bully you into choosing the path that they have decided is 

best for you. In these situations, your instinct may tell you to run away. 

 

These people are like Mama Mouse at the beginning of the story. They haven't 

learned the importance of giving others the freedom they need. Learn from 

Mama's mistake! Give those you love the freedom they need and they'll desire to 

come back on their own. 

  

Self-Reflection Questions: 

 

1. Is there anyone in my life that I'm holding too tightly? 

2. What do I hope to accomplish by holding on so tightly? 

3. How can I learn to give them the freedom to make their own choices? 
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